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we can quite understand and even welcome; but the imposing of licences
over businesses which we apprehend are hardly lucrative, so far as British
Indians are concerned, is simply preposterous. But British Indians are
Asiatics; therefore, if there must be eating-house licences imposed for the
catering of 45,000 Chinamen, the Transvaal Government argue there
must also be licences imposed for eating-houses for 12,000 Indians. It
did not occur to them that Indian eating-houses are very rare, as the
custom of the community does not as a rule require them. Indeed, they
are so few that hitherto they have not been even noticed.

There is, again, the Revenue Licence Ordinance which requires haw-
kers and pedlars to take out certificates from magistrates, Justices of the
Peace, or Police Officers before being entitled to a licence, exception being
made in favour of those who may be already in possession of their licences,
provided that these fortunate men, within fourteen days before the ex-
piry of their licences, hand them to the Revenue Officers within their
districts.

The Johannesburg Land Ordinance makes it

lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor to grant to the Councils of the Municipality
of Johannesburg in such manner and on such conditions as it may deem advisable
and subject to all servitudes at present subsisting therein in favour of any person
the land described in schedule 'attached to the ordinance*.

Among the lands thus dealt with is the Malay Location in Johannes-
burg. This Location has been in existence for the last twelve years or
more. There has never been any objection raised to it either on account
of the habits of the inhabitants or its situation. The inhabitants, under
a sense of security fostered by the different British Agents who re-
presented the Government before the war, have built substantial houses.
The tenure, however, from a legal standpoint is only a monthly tenancy.
What, then, are the inhabitants, to receivers compensation, assuming
that they will be removed? We cannot but here recall the invidious
distinction that has been drawn between one portion of Vrededorp and
the other portion, for the whole of the Malay Location is part of Vrede-
dorp. That portion which is inhabited by the old indigent burghers
has received most favourable treatment at the hands of the Government.
As our readers must have seen from these columns, they are not only
not to be dispossessed but they are to have their monthly tenure con-
verted into long leases. Why should not the same facility be given to
the inhabitants of the Malay Location? It will be for the latter to see
to their rights being properly safeguarded. These are only a few samples
of legislation which has been termed non-contentious. It has in some
shape or other dealt with the rights of the Coloured people who have
no choice whatsoever in their government.
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